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DPS ASKING DRIVERS TO BE ALERT AND 
PATIENT NEAR FIREBIRD RACEWAY 

 
 

The Arizona Department of Public Safety is asking motorist to be hyper-vigilant while traveling 
on Interstate 10 near Firebird Raceway.  A seven week Christmas carnival will be taking place 
adjacent to Interstate 10 inside Firebird Raceway.  Santa’s A Christmas Theme Park opened on 
November 16 and will run through January 8, 2006.  The event features amusement rides and 
Christmas décor that provides a spectacle of lights visible to motorist during nighttime hours. 
 
Motorist traveling on Interstate 10 in both directions have been slowing in an attempt to observe 
the lights.  This has caused traffic to come to a near stand still on the freeway.  This unlawful 
action obviously creates a hazard for themselves as well as other motorists in the area. 
 
Drivers are encouraged to anticipate slowing traffic on Interstate 10 between Chandler Blvd. and 
Queen Creek Road in both directions.  They need to Plan for and expect delays.  Drivers are also 
reminded that it is unlawful to slow down and impede traffic for any reason upon a state 
highway.  Drivers should attempt to move through the area as safely as possible and at a speed 
that is reasonable for the traffic conditions that exist.   
 
The Arizona Department of Public Safety and the Gila River Tribal Police have extra officers 
on hand to prevent event attendees from causing a back-up onto the interstate.  It is the slowing 
traffic passing by the event on Interstate 10 that presents the biggest problem for motorist.  DPS 
will monitor the situation, and if needed, determine a course of action to assist with the safe flow 
of traffic adjacent to the event. 
 
 
 
 
HAVE A SAFE AND WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON…DON’T DRINK 


